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Music Symbols Reference Guide

—— CoMMON SyMBOLS USED IN Music NOTATION ——

e

Symbol Name Meaning Symbol Name Meaning Symbol Name Meaning
; rest for
Trebleclef  MighTange O  Whole note 4 beats P e PR
staff clef
CJ Half note 2 beats
- rest for
9: Bass clef low-range Ralf rest 2 beats
staff clef J Quarter note 1 beat
: 3 Quarter rest Bt for
: Eighth note 1/2 beat 1 beat
Alto clef middle-range
staff clef ﬁ
: : rest for
Sixteenth note  1/4 beat 7 Eighth rest 1/2 beat

Symbol Name Meaning Symbol Name Meaning Symbol Name Meaning
Iw pp very soft f:\ Fermata hol? the note
raises a note S
Sharp (#)
by a half step P p soft connects the
“o o _om Tie duration of
two notes
mp mp moderately soft ;
g Slur play or mlng
smooth
I) Flat (b) T mf mf moderately loud Y
by a half step 5 5 short and
f f e ageito detached
ou
= Kareit play with
emphasis
cancels a .ﬁf I g t
Natural (k) :I Repeitiipe repea
sharp or flat a section
< crescendo (<) gradually
get louder 4 4 quarter-note
Time signature 4/4 beats per
l.l: measure
raduall
> decrescendo (>) gget softea: 3 e 3 quarter-note
Time signature 3/4 beats per
4 measure



